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Infroduction

Mini sprint racing appears to be well positioned
for another year of continued growth in 2009. A
lot of hard work on the part of its promoters and
supporters has earned the class a position on
the racing card at several of the Midwest's
leading dirt tracks—with many events being run
in conjunction with top professional touring
series. Additionally the class appears to be well
positioned for the current economy, with
purchase and operating costs significantly
lower than many other forms of open wheel
racing.

The Midwest currently offers mini sprint
competitors a variety of options when it comes
fo event selection. The first choice for
competitors centers on engine selection. Series
exist for both 800cc and 1000cc engine
displacements. At the 1000ce level there are
two touring series—the American Mini Sprint
Association (A.M.S.A.) and the Midwest Mini
Sprint Association (M.M.S.A.}. For 2009 it
appears that the two groups will provide mini
sprint competitors the opportunity to compete
on more tracks than at any other time in the
past. At the time of publishing this article (with
schedules still not complete) 35 race dates
were available for 1000cc competitors. In
addition fo first class facilities like

l.awrenceburg Speedway, Twin Cities Raceway
Park and Moler Raceway Park that have hosted
mini sprints in the past, several new tracks
have been added for the 2009 season including
Brownstown, Gas City and Bloomington to
name a few. Racers choosing a 600cc engine
displacement will also have several options.
Bakersfield Raceway in Linton, Indiana
continues to offer competitors the opportunity to
take the wing off on Friday evenings.
Additionally 600cc mini sprint racing will return
to 35 Raceway Park and Waynesfield
Motorsports Park in 2009,

In as much as the different tracks and
organizations provide racers different options, for
2009 there appears to be a single theme to

contain costs and create a more level playing
field. Both the A.M.S.A. and the M.M.S.A. have
taken steps towards containing the costs of
engines. While each organization has a slightly
different approach, the overriding thought is the
same, Waynesfield Motorsports Park has also
taken a more proactive approach towards the
enforcement of the rules in their 600cc mini sprint
division. All of the promoters are to be applauded
for their efforts towards cost containment. The
success of mini sprint racing is dependant upon
creating an open wheel option that is affordable
for the average family.

The final element working in favor of the mini
sprints is the continued expansion and diversity
of its driver base. This is a class that appears io
understand and embrace its position in the
ladder. Mini sprint racing has always been an
effective training ground for tomorrow's midget
and sprint car shoes. However, today itis also
enjoying growing acceptance from the open
wheel community af large. The class is seeing a
growing number of weekend warriors utilizing the
sport to make their way out of the grandstands
and into the cockpit. Surprisingly the mini sprints
are also seeing a number of drivers that are
descending back down the ladder from the
sprints and midgets into a form of racing that is
very competitive, yet at a tevel that is more-
friendly to their pocket books.

2009 promises to be yet another great year of
racing for the mini sprints in the Ohio and Indiana
area. Although change has become a constant in
the world of racing, it appears that the class
continues to gain the acceptance among drivers,
promoters and fans that will provide a bright
future for many years to come.




The American Mini Sprint Association
During the 2008 season the American Mini
Sprint Association ran a total of 13 races at
three different tracks to crown Dustin Hueston
the series point's champion. The group will be
back for another strong season in 2009. "We
expect to be in a position to continue to build on
all of the positives of 2008 in 2009",
commented A.M.S.A. head man Jerry Tague.
Tague went on to explain that the A.M.S.A. will
continue to focus its efforts on a schedule with
limited travel at top notch facilities in the states
of Ohio and Indiana. The group already intends
to make appearances at Lawrenceburg
Speedway, Twin Cities Raceway Park, Ripley
County Fairgrounds, Moler Raceway Park and
Gas City with many of these shows being run in
conjunction with the premier sprint and midget
organizations. The group will kick the season
off in April at Lawrenceburg Speedway with the
USAC Sprints. In addition to several more
dates with USAC and the MSCS, the mini
sprints will join the famous World of Qutlaws
sprint car series for a two day show at
Lawrenceburg on June 5th and 6th.

“Interest has already been strong for 2009. The
mini sprints are a class of racing that is
definitely positioned well for the current
economic situation. We are hearing from a lot
of drivers that are looking for the opportunity to
continue to pursue their passion for open wheel
racing, but at a level that is less taxing on their
pocket book”, commented Tague. With
purchase prices that range between $6,000 to
$16,000 and operating costs under $100 per
race, the mini sprints have a formula that is of
interest to many drivers. "We've worked hard
over the past two seasons to chase some of the
cost out of this sport. Our steps to inspect
engines, fuel and enforce minimum weight rules
that create a more level playing field for a
greater variety of cars has paid dividends.
While we don't want to exclude drivers that
have already invested in engine modifications
we do want to level the playing field and steer
the class towards the more stock 1000cc super
bike engines that deliver performance and
reliability at a very reasonable cost. Our engine
and weight rules and procedures will remain in
place for 2009 with the addition of a 40 Ibs
penalty for cars running on alcohoi. Alcchol
improves the performance of the engine, but
with a price tag of $1,000 to nearly $3,000, it is
a cost that | would like to discourage from our
formula. If we can keep this thing to where a
guy can go purchase an engine out of a
wrecked bike for $1000 to $3,000 and be
competitive while enjoying the reliability that is
built into these modern day metors, then we've
really got something”, commented Tague.

Anocther change for 2009 will be the addition of
one way radios. *"While | hate to do anything
that is an extra cost to my drivers, in today’s
competitive market this is all about packaging
our program so that it is more attractive to the
promoters and fans. An efficiently run show is
important to both the promoters and fans and
radios have proven of benefit at tracks all over
the country already. Today there are many
inexpensive options when it comes to radios—
that in many cases can be purchased for
somewhere around $100", commented Tague.

The 2009 season will also see the return of the
AM.S.A. Auxiliary, AM.S.A. co-owner Mert
Tague commented, “l.ast season we had a
great time and really developed a sense of
family among driver, crew and event our
promoters and track workers through the meals
that we did after the races. This year we are
planning on doing much of the same and even
hope to grow the program. This is such a
competitive sport that it is great to see the
racers spending time together laughing and
bench racing at the end of the night. This sport
really is supposed to be all about family and
having a good time."-

‘| am really excited about the 2009 season.
Never before has our group had the apportunity
that it appears we will have in 2009. { am
hopeful that the number of races we have at top
venues with top organizations will continue to
increase our numbers”, commented Tague. For
more information on the American Mini Sprint
Association (AMSA) visit
www.americanminisprints.com.

Midwest Mini Sprint Association (MMSA)
Winged Warrior Tour

. The Midwest Mini Sprint Association returns for

its sophomore season in 2009, Long time mini
sprint advocate and promoter Biill May returns as
Competition Director. While the MMSA
announced intenticns around the motor rules for
the 2008 season, they were not strictly enforced
in favor of gaining car count. However, for the
2009 season the group pians to follow through
with their plan to create an organization that limits
pawerplants to stock 1000cc motors in an effort
to contain costs. This will be accomplished by
requiring competitors to have their motors teched
and sealed prior to competition. While
competitors are encouraged to visit one of the
group’s tech days to have their motor sealed,
provisions will also be made for the sealing of
motors throughout the year. Despite being a
brand new organization, 2008 was a promising
year for the group with a total of 71 drivers
making appearances with the MMSA at six
different tracks.




For 2009 the MMSA has announced a schedule
that will feature 21 races at a diverse group of
facilities. The group’s headlining track will be
Twin Cities Raceway Park in North Vernon,

Indiana. “Twin Cities is an excellent track for mini

sprint racing. We enjoyed our largest car counts
during our visits there in 2008. For 2009 we will
be at Twin Cities 10 times”, commented May.
The MMSA has also moved mini sprint racing
into additional facilities that should bode well for
the sports growth. 2009 will feature 2 races at
Blocomington Speedway that will be run in
conjunction with the USAC sprints. These Friday
evening shows will be followed by a Saturday
evening race at Twin Cities Raceway Park. "We
believe that these two weekends will be huge
events for mini sprint racing. The fracks are
located very ciose to each other. Two nights of
racing should also produce excellent car counts
with competitors from other states often making
the trip for such an opportunity”, commented
May. The series will also visit Brownstown
Speedway, Thunder Valley Raceway, Moler
Raceway Park and Kokomo during the 2009
season.

For more information on the Midwest Mini Sprint
Association (MMSA) Winged Warrior Tour visit

www.midwesiminisprints.com.

35 Raceway Park

35 Raceway Park holds the distinction of being
the first track to run upright 600cc mini sprints
in the Midwest. Over the years the track has
remained committed to the class of racing
despite ebbs and flows in the size of its car
counts. Track owner and promater Tony
Boetcher actually got his start as an car owner
of a 600cc upright mini sprint. One of the
hallmarks of 600cc racing at 35 Raceway is the
elbows up action that it has produced. Many
competitors have stated that if you can run well
at 35 Raceway you can be confident that you
can travel anywhere and do well,

The track at 35 Raceway is a banked 1/5 mile
oval. For the 2009 there will be few changes to
the rules siructure with racing almost every
Saturday evening throughout the entire
season. www.3braceway.com

Waynesfield Motorsports Park

600cc Upright mini sprint racing will return to
the 1/3 mile oval at Waynesfield Motorsports
Park for 2009. Although Waynesfield has seen
a few different promoters during the past
several seasons—this first class facility has
earned its spot in the hearts of racers and fans
alike. For 2009 veteran promoter Dean Miracle
will be at the helm. Miracle has over 30 years
experience in the promotions game and has a

no nonsense reputation for getting the job
done. Miracle’s 30 years in racing have
included a close association with dirt track
racing in Northwestern, Ohio. Miracle has
promoted Limaland and Millstream speedways
and was the pit boss for Earl Baites at Eldora
Speedway. He was the race director for the
World of Outlaws stock cars and formed the
Independent Racing Assoctation. Miracle
recently sold the IRS and made the decision to
promote Waynesfield Motorsports Park so that
he could stay closer to home.,

Since its beginnings Waynesfield Motorsports
Park has been a favorite among the mini sprint
race crowd. lts wide smooth racing surface and
1/3 mile length are ideally suited for the cars.
The facility itself is also well maintained and
well suited for families. Waynesfield
Motorsports Park also features a 1/5 mile dirt
track oval for weekly go-kart racing. This
connection has formed a perfect feeder for the
mini sprints with many of its competitors having
turned laps on the Waynesfield Motorsports
Park go-kart track or one of the other local go-
kart tracks. The addition and growth of the
sprint cars at Waynesfield has also created a
stronger position for the mini sprints at the
track. Today the track offers a unique
opportunity for racers to take the first three
steps of the open wheel ladder without ever
leaving the Waynesfield Motorsports Park
facility. Several of the drivers that cut their teeth
in the mini sprints at Waynesfield Motorsparts
Park have already graduated to full size sprints
including Jared Hortsman, Aaron Maloney and
Brent .

One of the few criticisms of mini sprint racing at
Waynesfield Motorsports Park over the past
few seasons has been the lack of a strong set
of rules aimed at containing costs. Dean
Miracle has taken an aggressive stance on the
implementation of rules aimed at reducing costs
and creating a more level playing field. Miracle
clearly stated that if the cars are going fo be
there—they will follow a set of rules. Many
believe that this puts the mini sprints in an
excelient paosition for growing car count and
extending its long run at Waynesfield
Motorsports Park.

Bakersfield Raceway Park

Located near Linton, Indiana-—Bakersfield
Raceway Park holds the distinction of being
one of the few tracks that features non winged
upright mini sprint racing for 600ce cars. The
1/5 mile oval produces a lot of elbows up action
and provides drivers an excellent opportunity to
hone their driving skills. During the 2008
season some 22 drivers visited the facility from
Indiana and Hlinois. The track races nearly




every Friday evening throughout the season,
but alsc has kart racing on Saturday evenings.
Once again providing a perfect stepping stone
for up and coming drivers.

Thunder Valley Raceway

Located in Salem, Indiana this 1/5 mile track
runs weekly shows for 600cc upright mini
sprints with special shows also occurring for the
1000cc upright mini sprints. The track runs
nearly every Friday evening throughout the
season. The track has a reputation for being
lightning fast and smooth. It is a track that
drivers really enjoy competing at. During the
2008 season 21 different drivers competed at
the track.

Eligibility

The table below has been developed to help
you_understand which series cars might be
gligible to compete in. For complete rules, be
sure 1o visit each organization or tracks rules.

~Sefies _Eligibility .~

AMSA This series is for cars with
an engine displacement
up to 1205¢cc maximum
displacement. 600cc,
750cc and 1000cc cars
are invited to compete. In
fact 1000cc engine cars
fook the top 3 spots in the
season points chase.
Cars competing in this
series with a stock 1000cc
motor will also be eligible
to compete with the
MMSA.

MMSA This series is for cars with
an engine displacement of
up to 1000cc in a stock
configuration. 600cc,
750cc cars are invited 1o
compete. Cars competing
in this series will also be
eligible {o compete with

the AMSA.
600 35 This series is for upright
Raceway mini sprints running 600cc

engines. Cars competing
in this series should also
be eligible for the AMSA,

MMSA and other 600

upright mini sprint tracks.
600 This series is for upright
Bakersfield mini sprints running 600cc

engines. This is a non-
winged series. Cars

competing in this series
should also be eligible to
compete with the AMSA,
MMSA and other 600cc
upright mini sprint tracks.

600 Thunder This series is for upright
Valley mini sprints running 600cc
engines. Cars competing
in this series should also
be eligible to compete
with the AMSA, MMSA
and other 600cc upright
mini sprint tracks.

600 This series is for upright
Waynesfield mini sprints running 600cc
engines. Cars competing
in this series should also
be eligible to compete
with the AMSA, MMSA
and other 600cc upright
mini sprint tracks.

What is A MINI SPRINT

Many peaple are actually quite surprised when
they get an up close and personal with a mini
sprint. Although the name 'mini’ might lead
some to believe the car is a toy—nothing could
be further from the truth. Today's mini sprintis
nearly identical in size to a midget. It shares
nearly all of the same suspension and
components as a midget, with the exception of
the motor, driveline and rear end. In fact a few
of the mini sprints in competition today actually
started life as a midget.

Today's mini sprint is powered by an efficient,
reliable motorcycle engine capable of turning
out between 120 to over 200 hp, depending
on its displacement and configuration. The
beauty of the mini sprint is that the motors
used are readily available from ebay or
motorcycle salvage yards for under $2500—
with some available for as little as $1000.
The car's chain drive also allows competitors
to avoid the expense of a cosily rear-end.
This also produces a racing car that is
significantly lighter. In Ohio and Indiana the
mini sprint events are available for cars
ranging from 800cc to 1200cc in
displacement. However, the 1000cc engine
has become the most prevalent.

Mini sprints also offer an exceptional value for
an open wheel racing car. For example, a
new mini sprint roller will cost in the
neighborhood of $12,000-$15,000 depending
on manufacturer and how it is equipped.




There is also a strong used market for mini
sprints with cars readily available for
anywhere between $5,000 - $12,000
complete and ready to roll onto the track.

The mini sprint's similarity to a midgst or
sprint car have made them an excellent
training ground for tomorrow's midget and
sprint car drivers. Drivers like Shane Cottle
actually go their start in mini sprints.
Additionally they feature a schedule that runs
at many of the same tracks. In fact the mini
sprint has become a popular support class for
USAC and the WQO.

Mini Sprint Racing 101: A Guide to
Getting Started

Mini sprint racing is one of the fastest growing
forms of motorsports today. The class delivers
real open wheel racing thrills at a budget
price. Mini sprints are similar in size to a full-
size midget and are nearly identical to the
popular World of Outlaw sprint car with the
axception of being powered by a 600cc to
1200cc motorcycle engine. Mini sprints
compete on the same tracks as full-size
midgets and sprint cars from coast-to-coast
and have even caught on in other countries
like Canada, New Zealand and Australia.

The mini sprint formula has become a popular
one for both weekend warriors and the stars of
tomorrow. NASCAR and indy Car drivers
alike have utilized mini sprints as a training
ground. While drivers from 12 to 70 have
found mini sprints to be a great way to get out
of the grand stands and on to the track.

Mini Sprint Racing 101 is like no other book on
the market. The hook is designed to help
everyone from the person attempting to make
decide if the class is right for them to the
through the person running their first season in
a mini sprint.

« Are the mini sprints the right class of racing for

me?

¢ An comprehensive overview of the mini sprint

» A list of the fracks and organizations that run
mini sprints

» About the engines used in mini sprints

» How to buy an engine for your mini sprint

+ Understanding the basics of a chain drive
racing car

« Safety requirements for mini sprint racing

« What to look for in your first racing car

» The mini sprint racer's buying guide for new
and used cars

+ How to rebuild a used mini sprint

» How to set your mini sprint up for different
conditions

» A list of items needed for your mini sprint racing
effort

+ A mental checklist for your first season

» and much more

Comments

"Great book. This has been a
huge help as me and my son are
looking to make the step up from
go-kart racing into mini sprints.
The section on evaluating if this
was the right next step for us was
particularly helpful.” -Tony,
Indianapolis

"l really enjoyed your book. 1t was
very insightful. We've been
shopping for @ mini sprint and
found the Buyer's Guide section
invaluable help." -Greg,
Columbus, IN

"Great use of photos in your
book. They really drive the points
home. | feel like a learned
everything | needed to know to
get started. Thanks again.” -
Eric, Cincinnati, OH

"A fun read. Your book was a
great way to spend some of the
boring days of winter. An
excellent, knowledgeable source
of information.” -Gary,
Louisville, KY

Purchase at www.minisprintbook.com.

2009 Schedule

The 2009 schedule represents more opportunity for
mini sprint racers than ever hefore. New tracks,
more dates, more exposure. In hopes of helping you
better plan your 2009 season we have compiled all of
the dates that were available at the time of publishing
this document.

This document has been printed courtesy
of Speed Partz LI.C.

www speedpariz.com for more
information. 513.874.2034. To view the
online version of this document complete
with color photographs and additional
information, visit www.minisprintracer.com







